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Description





Sedsoft System Fonts are a collection of shareware Truetype fonts that simulate Windows and DOS raster (bitmap) fonts that would normally be unavailable in CorelXARA or other vector based drawing packages.  They have been designed to behave like bitmap fonts, forming non anti-aliased characters  regardless of Xara's quality setting.  This has the advantages of increased legibility and accurate reproduction of system fonts in pseudo screen shots.  Although primarily designed to be used in the manner described below, they can be used just like any other Truetype font in any application that supports them.





The collection consists of the following:





�





SS Sans Serif 6pt	Smallest legible font.


SS Sans Serif 7pt	Used in Xara's rulers and Internet Explorer splash screen.


SS Sans Serif 8pt	Win 32 default menu, desktop, dialog box and tooltip font.


SS Sans Serif 8pt Bold	Windows default active and inactive title bar font.


SS Sans Serif 10pt	Windows 3.x status bar font.


SS Sans Serif 10pt Bold	Bold version of above.


SS Fixed System 9pt	Used by Notepad, e.g. for HTML code listings etc.


SS System 10pt	Windows 3.x default menu and dialog box font.


SS Courier 10pt	Classic typewriter font, used for program code listings.


SS Courier 10pt Bold	Bold version of above.


SS DOS 12pt	Hardware font, used by DOS, BIOS and Win blue screen.





Please e-mail sedsoft@x-stream.co.uk with any comments, questions or complaints about these fonts.  Specifically, any suggestions for extra characters or fonts will be gratefully received.





Installation





Installation consists of opening the Windows Fonts folder, choosing "Install new Font" from the File menu and locating the folder which contains the unzipped Sedsoft fonts.  The Windows Fonts folder can be accessed via Start > Settings > Control Panel > Fonts or by opening the Fonts sub folder of the main Windows directory using Windows Explorer.





To uninstall a font, highlight it in the Fonts folder and press or select "Delete".  If you chose to "Copy fonts to Fonts folder" when you installed it, the copy will be deleted but the original will remain untouched.





Instructions for Use





To achieve sharp edges in exported bitmaps, the fonts rely on precise alignment and some precautions are necessary to ensure that they work as intended.  If these precautions aren't followed, Xara's anti-aliasing may cause the edges to lose their crispness.  If anti-aliasing is switched off, some of these precautions are redundant.





The fonts must be used at their nominal point sizes or whole multiples thereof.





When converting to bitmap, the top left corner of the font must be a whole number of pixels from the top left corner of the rest of the graphic.  This is made easier by using a pixel based grid with "Snap to grid" selected and a nudge distance of 1 pixel.  The initial position will be correctly aligned and the text object can be nudged with the cursor keys and still maintain alignment.  If the text is moved with the mouse however, alignment will be lost because Xara surrounds text objects with a bounding box that is stood off by 0.125 points ( = 0.167 pixels).  In this case the solution is to either nudge the text by the exact amount, amend its co-ordinates or convert the text to editable shapes and then position it.





The fonts are precise but Xara sometimes introduces small errors with large blocks or lines of text.  The solution is to convert the text to a group of shapes and look at its dimensions on the infobar.  These should be a whole number of pixels and if not, they should be rounded up or down appropriately.





The normal method for creating bold from regular Truetype fonts does not produce the same effect as emboldening a bitmap font.  Hence separate bold versions of some of the fonts have been included in the collection.  The bold versions do not appear separately in the drop down font list but come into play when bold is selected.  The fonts which do not have a bold alternative are either too small to be legible in bold (SS Sans Serif 6 & 7pt), are normally bold anyway (SS Fixed System 9pt & SS System 10pt) or are never used in bold (SS DOS 12pt).





Licence





These fonts are Shareware, which is software that is offered on a 'try before you buy' basis with few, if any, restrictions of use.  It is therefore a system that relies on the honesty of the user to send the required payment if the software proves useful.





You are therefore entitled and required to use these fonts for a reasonable amount of time (up to 30 days being usual) to establish whether you want to keep them.  At the end of  that time you should either uninstall them or comply with the registration instructions.  You may also distribute the collection freely via non-commercial means, so long as this document is included with it.





The author retains the copyright and the fonts may not be offered for sale individually or as part of a collection without his express written permission.





Liability





While every effort has been made to make them compatible, usable and generally good, the fonts are provided with no guarantee whatsoever and it is up to the user to ascertain their suitability and usability in their own system before registering them.  Absolutely no liability is accepted by the author for either direct or consequential loss or damage resulting from the use of these fonts.





Registration





If you find these fonts useful and want to continue using them, please send me a cheque for the appropriate amount, together with your name and e-mail address.  The latter will enable me to notify you of any additions or improvements that I make to the collection.





Although the prices are quoted in UK pounds and US dollars, I can accept cheques (made out to Sean Sedwards) in any major international currency at whatever exchange rate applies on the day.





Sedsoft System Font Collection		£10 (UK) / $16 (US)





Send your cheque made out to Sean Sedwards, your name and e-mail address to:





Sedsoft


PO Box 13


Abingdon


OX14 4XE


UK





Sean Sedwards


