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Sedsoft Filters Overview





These filters have been specifically designed to add extra bitmap functionality to CorelXARA (version 2 and above) but are an industry standard format that will be recognised by a number of other bitmap and vector graphics applications.  They operate from within Xara via the Plug-ins menu and only work on 24-bit bitmaps.  They will remain greyed out in Xara if no bitmap is selected or if the bitmap contains fewer than 24 bits.





Please e-mail sedsoft@sedsoft.co.uk with any comments, questions or complaints about this software. 





Licence





These filters are shareware and should not be confused with other freeware filters.  For those not familiar with the concept, shareware is software that is offered on a 'try before you buy' basis with few, if any, restrictions of use.  It is therefore an honour based system that relies on the honesty and integrity of the user to send the required payment if the software proves useful.





You are therefore entitled to use this software for any reasonable amount of time that it takes you to decide whether you want to keep it, at which point you should either uninstall it or comply with the registration instructions.  You may also distribute it freely via non-commercial means, so long as this document is included with it.





The author retains the copyright and the filters may not be offered for sale individually or as part of a collection without his express written permission.





This licence does not apply to the freeware filters which are covered by separate agreements attached to those files.





Liability





While every effort has been made to make them compatible, usable and generally good, the filters are provided with no guarantee whatsoever and it is up to the user to ascertain their suitability and usability in their own system before registering them.  Absolutely no liability is accepted by the author for either direct or consequential loss or damage resulting from the use of these filters.





Installation





Installation consists of placing the filter files (name.8bf) in your plug-ins directory.  At the time of writing, CorelXARA does not automatically create such a directory when it is installed so you may have to create one yourself.  To get Xara to recognise the directory, select the Utilities > Options > Plug-ins tab and add your chosen folder.  The filters will be available from the Plug-ins menu as soon as you click OK or when you next start Xara if you are using an existing directory.





To use these filters Xara also requires the file MSVCRT10.DLL to be present in your Windows\System directory and it is likely that it is already there.  If it is not, it should be available from the same place you downloaded the filters.





To uninstall a filter, simply delete the appropriate file.





Search and Replace (SandR.8bf)





The Search and Replace filter allows individual colours and groups of colours to be replaced by a single new colour.  An additional use is in the creation of a mask which can be used in Xara for the production of 24-bit transparent bitmaps.





The three sliders Search Red, Search Green and Search Blue set the RGB value of the colour you want to replace and the sliders Replace Red, Replace Green and Replace Blue set the RGB value of the colour you want it to be replaced with.  The Tolerance slider defines what will be accepted as meeting the search criteria, ranging from 0 where only the selected colour is allowed to 255 where almost all colours will be replaced.





For simple line drawings and screenshots where the colours are solid and clearly defined, the tolerance slider can be set at its minimum position.  Where a range of colours are to be replaced, the search sliders should be set to an average value and the tolerance slider can then be increased until the desired effect is achieved.  A particular example where this would be desirable might be a scanned image with a nominally black background that actually contains values ranging between say RGB(1,4,2) and RGB(12,6,23).  





By leaving the search and replace values all set to 0 and setting the tolerance to 255, the Search and Replace filter will produce a black on white mask that can be used to create a 24-bit transparency.  If the background is not pure white, i.e. RGB(255,255,255), it can be converted using the techniques described above.





�





To create a 24-bit transparency, apply the S and R filter to the required bitmap to produce a mask and then click on the undo button.  The bitmap on the page will be returned to its original condition but the mask will remain in the bitmap gallery.  With the original selected and the bitmap gallery open, select the mask and click the gallery's transparency button.





Convert to Browser Palette (BrowsPal.8bf)





To avoid visible shimmering when displayed in a web browser, a bitmap should use only web safe colours, i.e. the Browser Palette which contains 216 predefined hues.  If the original doesn't already use web safe values, some loss in quality is inevitable when the conversion is made, especially photographic images using 24-bits or an optimized palette.  Xara offers three levels of increasing quality at the expense of file size;  no dithering, ordered dither and error diffusion dither.





The Convert to Browser Palette filter is used to enhance web graphics for optimum display quality and size by offering a compromise between dithered and non-dithered.  It performs a similar function to Xara's "Create Bitmap Copy" with Browser Palette selected and dithering set to None, with two important refinements.  The first is that it doesn't have Xara's bug which allows the inclusion of non-browser greyscale values and the second, most important refinement is that it includes a variable quality control.





�





The procedure for use is as follows:  The filter is applied to the original 24-bit image with the Quality control set to the minimum acceptable level.  The resultant bitmap can now be exported using either Xara's ordered or error diffusion dithering, depending on the required quality.  Those colours which were very nearly web-safe will have been rendered to solid values, while dithering will be applied to those areas that still require it.





Registration





I am currently offering the following sets of filters as shareware:





Search and Replace	£3 (UK) / $5 (US)


Gaussian Blur		£3 (UK) / $5 (US)


Spherical Mould	£6 (UK) / $10 (US)


Emboss		£6 (UK) / $10 (US) 


Complete Set		£12 (UK) / $20 (US)





Although the prices are quoted in UK pounds and US dollars, I can accept cheques (made out to Sean Sedwards) in any international currency at whatever exchange rate applies on the day.





To register, please send your payment, name and e-mail address to:





Sedsoft


PO Box 13


Abingdon


OX14 4XE


UK





I'm interested in any comments or suggestions and will try to reply to all correspondence.





Sean Sedwards


